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The following oath may be used before questioning begins: 
 
“Do you promise that the testimony you are about to give will faithfully and truthfully conform to 
the facts and rules of the mock trial competition?” 
 
The swearing of witnesses will occur as follows:  The above oath will be conducted by the 
student bailiff, provided by the prosecution/plaintiff team.  Witnesses may stand or sit during the 
oath. 
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The presiding judge and scoring jurors are allowed ten minutes for debriefing. The timekeeper 
will monitor the critique following the trial.  The presiding judge is to limit critique sessions to a 
combined total of no more than ten minutes. 
 
Scoring jurors shall not make a ruling on the legal merits of the trial. Scoring jurors may not 
inform the students of score sheet results.  Scoring jurors will not offer a verdict for the case, they 
will only share feedback on student performances.  
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inability, or absence is due to the procurement or wrongdoing of the proponent of a statement for 
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GENERAL SUGGESTIONS FOR ALL STUDENT PARTICIPANTS 
 

·  Always be courteous to witnesses, other attorneys and the judge. 
·  Always stand when talking to the judge and when the judge 

enters or leaves the room. 
·  Dress appropriately. 
·  Always say, “Yes, Your Honor” or “No, Your Honor,” when 

answering a question from the judge. 
·  Those acting as attorneys shouldn’t make objections while the 

other side is asking questions unless they are relatively sure that 
the judge will agree with the objection.  Judges do not like for 
attorneys constantly to make objections or to make objections 
without being able to explain the reason for the objections. 

·  If the judge rules against you on a point or in the case, take the 
defeat gracefully and act cordially toward the judge and the other 
side. 
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CROSS EXAMINATION of DIRECT EXAMINATION of 

Eric/Erica Estrada  Eric/Erica Estrada  

Terry Lemon  Terry Lemon  

Taylor Williams  Taylor Williams   

THREE (3) WITNESSES (Name of Students Presenting the Following Roles) 
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This section outlines various techniques and tips for preparing students to be witnesses in 
mock trials.  Included are suggestions for both the preparation before trial and the 
presentation at trial of the opening statement, direct examination, cross-examination and 
the closing statement. 
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